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Criminal Justice Policy Process
The justice system is a system of the judiciary that ensures that people who do not conform to the laws that have been set are punished accordingly. Through the system, the authorities are able to remove from the society, people who are a threat to the society and the property (Welsh & Harris, 2016). The criminal justice ensures that such removal is acceptable and follows the laid down procedure so that the rights and privileges of the criminals are not only observed but are also respected. In order to achieve this, the criminal justice system has to have policies that play as guidelines in carrying out its mandate in the country or in the state. The guidelines help the criminal justice system to achieve a safe and secure society and property without interfering with other people's rights and privileges are provided in other laws of the land (Maxfield & Babbie, 2014). This paper provides a discussion of the steps followed in the criminal justice policy process and the key actors in the process who determine its success. In addition, the paper provides suggestions and recommendations that can be implemented in order to improve the process of policymaking in the criminal justice.
Key Actors in the Criminal Justice Policy Process
Policymaking is a process. One cannot wake up one morning and create a process that will affect millions of people in a state or even in a country. This makes the creation of the policies a process and will involve stakeholders. It means, therefore, the process from the beginning to the final stage will involve more than one person. This is due to the fact that the policy affects many people and will be implemented and acknowledged by many groups in the country (Field, 2015). The key actors in the criminal justice policy process. They are referred to as the policy community because they have to work together as a community in order to come up with a policy that will be acceptable by all people in the country hence enforceable. 
According to Stolz (2015), the key actors are divided into two which are sub-government and attentive public. The sub-government is made up of the government agencies and the elected people involved in the process of policy-making and implementation. These are the people who play the major role in policy making and implementation in the whole process and without them, no laws and policies can be made. At the federal level, they include the presidency and the Congress’ elected members. At the state or county level, they include state legislatures, governors, mayors and even the city councils. The attentive public refers to people who have importance in the public policies and implementation. They include interest groups, individuals, pressure groups like non-governmental organizations, private institutions and in some cases institutions that are associated by the government (Maxfield & Babbie, 2014). This group is responsible for ensuring that the new policies that are made serve justice to all people equally without any form of discrimination. The two policy community groups have to work together in order to meet the objectives of coming up with a criminal justice policy in the process that is acceptable and legal.
Steps Followed in the Criminal Justice Policy Process
In the process of policymaking in the criminal justice, there are steps that have to be followed. The steps are followed to ensure that the right procedure is done so that the policy is also acceptable and is legal. The steps include policy identification, policy demands, agenda formation, policy adoption, policy implementation and policy evaluation.
Policy Identification
This is the initial stage where gaps in the criminal justice policies are identified. The identification of the gaps can be from anybody including the citizens, interest groups, the politicians, the media and advocacy groups (Stolz, 2015). At this stage, the need for that particular policy is justified and therefore the policy process is started. Also, it is at this stage where the many gaps for that particular policy are demonstrated and therefore pushes the commencement of the next step.
Policy Demands
After the identification of the gaps in the criminal justice system for a particular issue, the demonstration of the policy need has to be demanded. At this step, the policy is defined to ensure that the various demands will be captured and addressed by the new policy (Welsh & Harris, 2016). The step is meant to clear any doubts about the need for that particular policy in the criminal justice laws. 
Agenda Formation
This is the most politicized step in the policy process. This is due to the fact that it is at this stage that brainstorming on what to include in the policy is debated. It is at this stage that the objective and the goals of the policy are defined and refined. The intention of the policy in the criminal justice is known clearly and put forward. Any effects of the policy and all those who will be affected are known at this step.
Policy Adoption
At this step, the policy is accepted legally. The acceptance or adoption may involve passage of new laws or make amendments to the already existing laws in order to accommodate the new policy. The relevant authorities ensure that the laws have been passed and this could be through the legislature or the signing of executive orders (Welsh & Harris, 2016). It is then published in the government gazette so that it is recognized as a policy that is now enforceable in the criminal justice.
Policy Implementation
This step involves the actualization of the policy as required. The effective agencies are the ones to carry out the implementation and its effects can now be felt by all those it affects. This step involves allocation of resources so that the implementation can take place (Field, 2015). It is the most challenging step in the policy process since it involves resources that may not be readily available.
Policy Evaluation
The step involves determining the efficacy and efficiency of the policy. It is at this stage that the policy is determined whether it has addressed effectively the intended problem and if the goals of intent have been achieved (Maxfield & Babbie, 2014). Recommendations can be done after evaluation so as to improve the policy and ensure it actually achieves its intended objectives.
Recommendations In Order To Achieve the Policy Process
Having a good working relationship between the actors involved in the process will ensure that the process runs smoothly and achieves the intended purpose. Involving all the stakeholders who will be affected by the process will ensure that no opposition will face the policy implementation. In addition, having authorities who have goodwill ensures that the adoption and implementation of the policy are achieved hence improving the process.
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